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Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Partners, and Valued Participants,

A very warm welcome to the University of Duhok. It is a distinct honor to host you here, in the Kurdistan
Region, for what | believe will be a pivotal conversation for our collective future.

We gather at a time when the world is not simply asking for answers, but demanding solutions. The
complex challenges of sustainability—from environmental security to economic stability—require a new
level of collaboration and a new depth of commitment.

Here at the University of Duhok, we hold a firm conviction: that a modern university must be more than a
repository of knowledge. It must be an engine of progress, deeply integrated into the fabric of society. This
is not just a philosophy we endorse; it is the core of our institutional mandate.

This is why this conference is so important to us all. We see this event not as a traditional academic
gathering, but as a strategic assembly of the world’s leading innovators. It is a rare opportunity to move
beyond theory, to challenge the boundaries of our fields, and to forge the partnerships that lead to
tangible, real-world impact.

So, over the next two days, | ask three things of you: to challenge conventional thinking, to share your
insights with courage, and to build the collaborations that will drive our work forward long after we leave.

Thank you for bringing your expertise and your commitment here.

Welcome to a conference of consequence. Welcome to the University of Duhok.
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Esteemed colleagues, distinguished guests, and dedicated participants,

On behalf of the entire organizing committee, it is with great enthusiasm that | welcome you to the
International Conference on the Role of Universities in Achieving Sustainable Development Goals.

We gather at a critical juncture, facing global challenges that demand urgent and cohesive action. This
conference was conceived from the conviction that universities are central catalysts for progress, holding
a pivotal position in shaping the knowledge-based societies of the future. Our theme, "Advancing The
SDGs Through Education, Research, and Innovation," is therefore a direct call to action.

Our aim is to provide a dynamic platform for leading academics, researchers, and decision-makers to shed
light on our multifaceted roles. Together, we will explore successful strategies, activate new horizons in
the face of developmental challenges, and forge the stronger partnerships necessary for systemic change.
Over the next two days, we will engage in critical discussions to inspire tangible strategies that empower
our institutions to build a more sustainable and just world.

Thank you for joining this vital conversation. Your expertise is crucial, and | am confident our collective
dialogue will lead to insightful outcomes and lasting collaborations.
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