Governance of Sustainable Development in Universities: from the Gap to Leadership

in Arab Higher Education

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to analyze the role of sustainability governance as a strategic approach to
enhancing the performance of Arab universities and aligning them with the Sustainable
Development Goals, while addressing the gap between them and their global counterparts in
education, research, and community service. It relied on a comprehensive review of literature and
previous studies, along with an analysis of governance models and both global and regional
experiences, and the findings revealed that Arab universities still suffer from the absence of a
comprehensive strategic vision, weak institutional coordination, limited specialized expertise, and
the lack of measurable performance indicators, which has largely confined their practices to the
operational level rather than the academic or research dimensions. Based on these findings, the
study proposed an integrated roadmap built on four main pillars: embedding sustainability into
universities’ missions and strategic plans, establishing dedicated sustainability units and
integrating them into curricula and campuses as living laboratories, employing innovation, digital
transformation, and artificial intelligence in resource management and research direction, and
strengthening institutional partnerships through the Triple Helix model that links universities with

governments, the private sector, and civil society.
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